Free vascularised toe joint transfer for reconstruction of the metacarpo-phalangeal joint.
Two single and two double free vascularised joint transfers from the foot to hand have been undertaken in four patients over a period of four years. All were to replace metacarpo-phalangeal joints in young patients in whom the use of prosthetic devices was considered unsuitable. All the transfers were successfully completed, but one failed late in the second post-operative week due to sepsis. The results of the remaining three transfers compare favourably with prosthetic arthroplasty and continue to improve. Donor site morbidity in the foot has been minimal and is reviewed.